Pseudo-Hypertrophic Muscular Paralysis is a form of muscular weakness, found almost solely in boys, in which some or all of the affected muscles, instead of being atrophied as in Wast- ing Palsy (Progressive Muscular Atrophy), become on the contrary enlarged and hard, and so give rise to the very puzzling appearances by which the affection is characterised. The disease is an uncommon one, but its strange characters make it very interesting. As no description of it is, so far as I know, to In standing, the principal effort required of them is in fixing the leg at the knee ; and it is just here that their weakness in this disease is shown. For it is in order to make up for the inability of these anterior muscles to fix the knee-joint sufficiently for standing, that the belly is projected forward, and the increased lumbo-sacral curve formed. From the same inability to fix the knee arises the marked difficulty these patients have in raising the body after stooping; for this difficulty disappears in a great measure in the sitting posture.
The raising of the heel from the ground, or equinism, as Dnchenne calls it, which is one of the characters of this disease, is explained by this excessive action of the muscles of the calf over those of the front of the leg ; and the peculiar mode of walking seems to arise partly from the depression of the toes, requiring the foot to be raised higher from the ground, and partly from the necessity for balancing the body more exactly 011 the legs, alternately, so as to make up for the weakness of the muscles which ought to support it on them.
The progress of this disease has been divided by Duchenne into three stages.
